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I studied Pharmacy at the University of Baghdad (2002) and did my PhD in 
Molecular and Cell Biology at the University of Leicester (2019). My thesis 
investigated the molecular mechanism of Paclitaxel-induced cell death in human 
cells. I did my first-year post-doctoral work with prof. Bibek Gooptu at the 
University of Leicester where I examined the interaction between the SARS-CoV-
2 spike protein receptor binding domain and Gal-3 fibrosome. My second-year 
post-doctoral work was with associate prof. Raj Patel where I examined the BAK 
requirement for BAX recruitment during Paclitaxel-induced activation of the 
mitotic checkpoint and cell death. My third-year postdoc research was with Dr 
Siang Boon Koh, our research focused on how deregulated biological pathways, 
such as the RAS signaling pathway, lead to tumor growth and progression.  Our 
goal is to develop selective, synergistic treatment strategies that enable maximal 
tumour-cell killing and minimal host toxicity. 
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